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1. WE HAVE NOT DISCUSSED WITH SYRIAN AUTHORITIES THE 
SUGGESTION REF A THAT MURPHY TRAVEL TO THE CHRISTIAN-HELD 
SECTOR OF LEBANON. HOWEVER, GIVEN THE SUBSTANCE AND TENOR 
OF THE REMARKS OE FONMIN KHADDAM, REPORTED REF B, TO THE 
EFFECT THAT THE SARG HAS NO DIRECT CONTACT WITH THE 
CHRISTIAN SIDE, WE DO NOT BELIEVE THAT WE CAN GET SYRIAN 
ASSISTANCE IN ARRANGING A DIRECT TRIP BETWEEN SYRIAN-HELD 
AND CHRISTIAN-HELD PORTIONS OF LEBANON. SEVERAL PERSONS 
HAVE COME OUT OF LEBANON BY LAND DIRECTLY EROM CHRISTIAN 
TO SYRIAN TERRITORY AND WE UNDERSTAND THAT SOME HAVE MADE 
THE REVERSE TRIP AS WELL. ALL SUCH TRAVELERS WE HAVE 
TALKED TO, HOWEVER, INDICATE THAT PREFERRED ROUTE VARIES 
FROM DAY TO DAY AS LOCAL DRIVERS KNOWLEDGEABLE OF AREA 
DIRECT. NEITHER ZAHLE-AINTARA NOR FARAYA ROUTES ARE CON- 
SIDERED SAEE YET. TRAVELERS HAVE COME VIA BACK ROADS 
WINDING THROUGH MOUNTAIN VILLAGES. WE DO NOT RULE OUT 
USE OF THIS ROUTE BUT FOR PRESENT THINK IT LESS DESIRABLE 
THAN OTHER ALTERNATIVES. (WE ALSO HAVE DOUBTS ABOUT THE 
ABILITY OE THE HEAVY, LOW-SLUNG NEW ARMORED CARS NOW 
IN DAMASCUS TO MAKE THE TRIP OVER THOSE NOW PROBABLY 
BADLY POT-HOLED ROADS.) 
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2. IT TIME IS A FACTOR, QUICKEST WASY FOR MURPHY TO GET TO 
CHRISITIAN-HELD TERRITORY WOULD BE BY CAR TO TARTOUS AND 
BY BOAT FROM THERE TO JOUNIEH. WE UNDERSTAND THAT THIS 
ROUTE HAS NOW BECOME REGULARIZED AND BELIEVE THAT MURPHY 
COULD BE IN JOUNIEH WITHIN 48 HOURS OF GETTING THE GO 
AHEAD. MOST PROVEN ROUTE IS, OF COURSE, DAMASCUS-ATHENS- 
LARNACA-JOUINEH BUT THIS WOULD PROBABLY TAKE THREE TO 
FOUR DAYS. 

MURPHY 


SECRET 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: CHRISTIANS, AMBASSADORS, VISITS, CIVIL DISORDERS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 18 JUL 1976 
Decaption Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: ElyME 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976DAMASC04646 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760276-0828 
From: DAMASCUS 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: linki 976/newtext/t1 9760746/aaaaboow.tel 

Line Count: 70 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION SS 
Original Classification: SECRET 
Original Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Reference: 76 BEIRUT 6304, 76 DAMASCUS 4630 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: ElyME 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 16 JUN 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <16 JUN 2004 by BoyleJA>; APPROVED <20 OCT 2004 by ElyME> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PROPOSED VISITS TO CHRISTIAN SECTOR 
TAGS: PFOR, LE, US 
To: BEIRUT 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



